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defect where contrasted special ability exists. However,
we are not now interested in discussing the so-called "idiot-
savants", those rare individuals who, in spite of extreme
amentia, show remarkable skill in some one direction.
Their general intelligence is so limited that they are
unable to adapt themselves to living conditions outside
of institutions. Nor are we concerned with the feeble-
minded of any grade possessing special abilities which
cannot enable them to meet successfully ordinary social
demands. But there are those who fall somewhat below
the upper limits of feeble-mindedness (the Binet tests
for the twelve-year level) according to the definition of
the American Association for the Study of the Feeble-
minded, and who yet possess abilities which, not dis-
covered by these tests, render them able to compete in
an ordinary environment. Then, there remains a group,
by Healy called the subnormal, of those who, while defi-
liitely lacking in the higher mental powers as estimated
by tests, yet pass the Binet twelve-year level and possess
special abilities of social significance. It is these two
latter classes that we have in mind in our discussion of
defective individuals with special abilities.1

No doubt, many a person somewhat defective mentally
is performing satisfactorily some type of lowly work, and

1 It is interesting in this connection to note that neither of these last
two groups conforms to the now widely accepted definition of feeble-
mindedness formulated in accordance with social implications. The
British Royal Commission for the Study of the Feeble-minded in 1908
defined the feeble-minded person as one who, suffering from incomplete
cerebral development, is unable to perform his duties as a member of
society in the position to which he was born. The remarkable new
Illinois statute, framed in 1915, giving legal power of commitment of
the feeble-minded, states that the criterion of feeble-mindedness in an
individual is mental defect of a degree rendering him incapable of man-
aging himself and his affairs. This would indicate that in spite of
possible failure on psychological tests, the person who, for one reason or
another, is able to care for himself and to succeed among his fellow men
from an economic and moral standpoint, cannot properly be designated
as feeble-minded.